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The Center 
for Exploring 
Judaism

The Center for Exploring Judaism, led 
by Rabbi Lisa Rubin, is a vital resource 
for individuals, couples, and families 
seeking to learn more about Judaism or 
contemplating a Jewish life. The following 
donors have supported the continuation 
and expansion of the Center, which has 
become a model for similar programs 
throughout the country.
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SUPPORTERS

Breakfast 
Program & 
Hunger Relief 
Initiatives

The Breakfast Program provides a hot 
breakfast to the homeless and hungry 
in our neighborhood. Donors listed here 
also supported Central’s food insecurity  
partnerships with Exodus Transitional 
Community and Emmaus House Harlem.

Adult 
Engagement 
Program

Anonymous (5)
Diane Ackley
Ellen Armitage
Alissa E. Ballot
Cynthia and Larry Fields

Phyllis Freedman
Barbara and Stephen Friedman
Elaine Goldhill
Gerald and Cathy Gollub
Geraldine Hirschhorn

Carolyn Hochberg
Gayle Miller
Richard and Nancy Ostroff
Laura F. Strauss

SUPPORTERS

SUPPORTERS

Anonymous (2)
Scot and Carolina Cohen
Jordan Fried and Panka Fried

Virginia L. Gold
Jeffrey and Amanda Morrison
The Natan Fund

Carol and Tom Olmstead
Adina Poupko
Ronald Wurtzburger

Central’s thriving Adult Engagement 
classes, study sessions, and groups 
bring members together to learn, share, 
and experience Jewish religion and 
culture. Most of the gifts listed here honor 
participants and the program's meaningful 
presence in their lives.

Anonymous (9)
Joan Beck and Family
Robert and Renee Belfer
Stacey Bellet and Tim Ragones
Steven Berg and Karen Petterson
Karen Chaikin
Libby and Richard Cohen
Stephan Cotton
Robert and Jane Draizen
Lauren Epstein
Susan Freeman

Jodi and Marc Ganz
Susan Glickman
Abby Goldman
Gerald and Cathy Gollub
Nancy Goodes
Himan Brown Charitable Trust
Carolyn Hochberg
Michele and Steve Klausner
Beatriz Kostrinsky
Beth Levetown
Gayle Miller

Madeline Myers and Andrew Gothelf
Daniel and Brooke Neidich
Richard and Nancy Ostroff
Marc and Nancy Roberts
William and Ophelia Rudin and Family
Marlene Samuel
Ronnee Lee Segal
Susan and James Serota
Harriet and Andrew Singer
Anna Penn and Stephen Thau
David and Lori Zoll
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Clergy 
Discretionary 
Fund

Gifts to this fund are allocated for the 
Clergy to use at their discretion for 
charitable and religious purposes that 
further our mission to effect positive social 
change across the globe.

SUPPORTERS

Our rabbis and cantors provide guidance 
and support through life’s most important 
moments. A gift to Central Synagogue’s 
Clergy Discretionary Fund is a meaningful 
way to recognize their impact.

Anonymous (9)
Lawrence and Ronnie Ackman
Lisa Applebaum
Ellen Armitage
Julian Astion
Margaret Axelrod
Judi Kunstler Baum
Ilene Berger
Leo Bernstein and Michelle Doty
Ellen Rayna and William Brown
Nancy Chemtob and Michael Kubin
Eric and Tsivia Cohen
Nan Cooper
Janet Dash
The Jill and Kenneth Edelson 
Charitable Fund
Susan Eglovitch
Susan and Michael Falcon
Debbie and Randy Fein
Marina Kalb and David Feinberg
Dr. Irving and Ilene Fish
Susan Flaum
Karen Freedman and Roger Weisberg
Deborah and Lawrence Freitag
Eleanor Friedman and Jonathan Cohen
John H. Friedman
Nancy and Richard Gabel
Dr. Benjamin and Leslye Gerson
Susan Glickman
Amy S. Goldberger
Elissa and Bill Goldstein
Roslyn Goldstein
Karen and Marc Goodman
The Gottfried Family
Allison and Drew Gutstein
J. Ira and Nicki Harris

Jeffrey and Jamie Harris
Hebrew Union College
Alice Herman and Arthur Rubinstein
Carolyn Hochberg
Harris Jaffe
Raymond D. Jasen
Carolyn and Michael Karp
Melissa and Gary Kay
Steve and Barbara Kessler
Michele and Steve Klausner
Jill Graham and Jonathan Klein
Andrew and Melissa Komaroff
Roger Kumble
Robin and Billy Ladin
David Lauren and Lauren Bush Lauren
Peter Lefkowitz and Ginene Hoffman
Ralph Lerner
Dianne Lob and Andrew Miller
Jessica Lynn
Linda F. Lynn
Barbara and Alan D. Marks
Suzanne and Mort Marvin
Susan Marx and Philip Kivitz
Gayle Miller
Claudia and Doug Morse
The Mulligan Family
Elaine and Wally Nathan
Ron and Fredi Norris
Jane and Daniel Och
Carol and Tom Olmstead
Debbie and Shelly Palmer
Ettalee S. Pass
Yvonne Pollack
Lauren and Sam Racoosin
Vesta Rhodes

Patricia Rich
Marshall Rose Endowment
Abrielle Rosenthal
Marcia and Arnold Ross
Ed Saslaw
Avery Scheiner and Lynne Jacobs
Elizabeth and Edward Schreiber
Gail Clott Segal
Betty Robbins and Moses Silverman
Justin and Nancy Slatky
Abbie Rokeach Snyder
Dr. Eric and Mrs. Bret Sommer
Linda Braverman-Spiegel 
and Richard Spiegel
Emily and Steven Steinman
Debra and Marc Stern
Scott and Jennifer Strasser
Laura F. Strauss
Ellen Susman
Janet Sweeney
Allen and Pamela Swerdlick
David and Peggy Tanner
Lauren and Lewis Terowsky
Adam and Julia Tishman
Steven Tishman
James and Terry Underberg
Deborah Rubien and Gregg Wagner
Alison and Amy Walter
Kate and Joel Wechsler
Amy, Craig and Spencer Weiner
Gregg and Debra Weiner
Neil Westreich
Barbara and Steven Wolf
Ann and Fredric Yerman
Linda Zaro
Audrey Zucker
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Emergency 
Relief Fund
The Emergency Relief Fund provides critical support 
to those affected by large-scale emergencies and 
disasters. Recently, Central used targeted donations 
to help rebuild the sanctuary of Middle Collegiate 
Church in Manhattan’s Bowery neighborhood after a 
devastating fire in 2020, and the sanctuary and theater 
of St. Peter's Church in Midtown Manhattan after a 
damaging flood in 2021.

Anonymous (30)
Pam and Jim Allyn
Marilyn Alper
Joyce Auerbach
Robin and Arthur Aufses
Rachel Barany
Joan Beck and Family
Andrew and Hillary Beckman
Debra Berg, MD
Steven Berg and Karen Petterson
Ilene Berger
Susan and Bruce Berger
Dorothy and Max Bier
Michael Blum and Sally Ehrenreich
Judy Blumberg
Larry Blumberg and Robin Lynn
Merle and Jonathan Brenner
Beth Brownstein and Matt Buten
Karen Chaikin
Alan and Deborah Cohen
Naomi and Barry Cooper
Monica Corton
Robert and Jane Draizen
Cindy and David Edelson
Jonathan and Victoria Eisen
Peter Ezersky
Cynthia and Larry Fields
Dr. Irving and Ilene Fish
Laurie Fishman
Susan Flaum
The Flax Bernheim Family
Laura Flug
Phyllis Freedman
Donna Astion and Michael Fricklas
Eleanor Friedman and Jonathan Cohen
Jeri E. Friedman
Jesse and Melissa Friedman
Rebecca and Michael Gamzon
Jodi and Marc Ganz
Susan Glickman
Esther Goda
Martin and Billie Gold
Susan H. Picker and Burt Goldberg
Amy S. Goldberger
Alfred Goldstein and Lois Horovitz
Lisa Goren

Carol Ostrow and Michael Graff
Mindy and Jon Gray
Ira and Jan Greenberg
Alice M. Greenwald
Pamela Heller and Erik Hartog
Mari Hinojosa and Sean Hecker
Cathy and Lloyd Heller
Laurie Lindenbaum and Bob Horne
Mrs. Laura Hunke 
and Mr. Thomas Hunke
Florence Isaacs
Harris Jaffe
Karen and Peter Jakes
Raymond D. Jasen
Felice and Dan Javit
Yael and Nick Jekogian
Emily F. Johnson
Michael Kahn
Gerry Kane and Priscilla Bijur Kane
Joel Karlin
Harriet and David Kaufman
Patti Kenner
Sherry King
Dani Ticktin Koplik
Gary and Angel Koven
The Kruger Family
Stacy and Tom Kuhn
Andrew Kuritzkes and Amy Glickman
Dr. and Mrs. David Lessing
Henry Levin and Pilar Soler
Amala and Eric Levine
Myra R. Lipman
Walter and Phyllis Loeb
Ian and Monique Lowitt
Doug and Jane Lute
The Mcgirr Family
Lauren Blum and C. William Merten
Susan Elise Miller
Claudia and Doug Morse
L. Mark Nelson
Ron and Fredi Norris
Erica and Kevin Penn
Daniel Petroff
Benjamin and Debra Polk
Dr. Micah and Mrs. April Resnick
Julien Rose

Susan and Elihu Rose
Judith Anne Rubin
The Rudd Family
Richard and Erika Safran
Lori Sanford-Ross
Ed Saslaw
Susan and Bob Schiff
Alan and Liora Schmelkin
Jeffrey Schneider and Jeffery Povero
Sheryl and Barry K. Schwartz
Gail Clott Segal
Ronnee Lee Segal
Patty and Jay Selman
Howard and Jill Sharfstein
Elizabeth Sharpless
Freeman Shore and Gwen Schultz
Betty Robbins and Moses Silverman
Gail Sinai and Robert Evans
Cindy and Larry Sipkin
Abbie Rokeach Snyder
Ronnie S. Stangler, MD
Matthew J. Stern
Laura F. Strauss
Ron Tabak
Helen Tannenbaum
David and Peggy Tanner
Nicki and Harold Tanner
Jerrold Tepper and Jessica Marshall
Michael and Joyce Thomas
Livia and Tom Thompson
Dina and Jeff Tranen
Liz Wagner
Susan Wagner
Kate and Joel Wechsler
Molly and Peter Weinberger
Keith and Jayme Weiner
Andrew and Lauren Weisenfeld
Marcia and Mark Weisman
Michael Wellner and Marva Kalish
Carol Winer
Barbara and Steven Wolf
Michele Wolkoff
Michael Woloz and Claire Rose
Bonnie Wolpe and Alan Lorber
Linda Zaro
Audrey Zucker

SUPPORTERS
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Middle Collegiate Church
Photo by Alex Lozupone



SUPPORTERS

General Fund The General Fund provides vital support 
for Central’s vast array of programs, the 
maintenance of our magnificent sanctuary 
and facilities, and our beautiful worship 
services. Gifts to this fund are a lovely 
way to honor your fellow members by 
supporting an institution that serves a 
spiritual and community-building 
purpose in their lives.

Anonymous (4)
The Alper Family
Ellen Armitage
Ronald and Judy Baron
Noah and Rhoda Berley
Mr. Bruce Blank and Dr. Jill Kalman
John and Betsy Contant
Lisa Deslauriers
Jonathan Dorfman and Melissa Kaish
Abi Doukhan
Marjory Appel and Jeffrey Dunetz
Frank M. Elbling
Bernice Frank
Iris and Bob Friess

Sara Jane Ginsberg
Susan Zises Green
Sara Moss and Michael Gould
Richard and Deanne Kerner
Howard Kourffman
Jody and Dean Leavitt
Myra R. Lipman
Bonnie C. Mitelman
The Morris Family
Ronnie Ellen Raymond
Vesta Rhodes
Rita Roffe
Marcia and Arnold Ross
Barbara Rosuck

Richard and Amy Ruben
Kari and Gavin Saitowitz
Ed Saslaw
Susan and Bob Schiff
Howard and Jill Sharfstein
Marc H. Shulman
Betty Robbins and Moses Silverman
Sarena Snider
Laura F. Strauss
The Tanzman Family
Andrew and Lauren Weisenfeld
Marty and Cookie Weissman
Ann and Fredric Yerman
Zubatkin Owner Representation, LLC
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Holiday Meal 
Delivery Fund

Holiday 
and Worship 
Special Gifts

For many of those impacted by the 
pandemic—and particularly those who had 
difficulty preparing meals for themselves—
observing the holidays became a burden 
instead of a joyful celebration. Donations 
to this fund provided complimentary Yom 
Kippur Break Fasts, Chanukah treats, 
and Passover seder meals to those in our 
community in need.

This year, a number of members went 
above and beyond their annual giving 
to support the Central community in its 
time of need. These special contributions 
enabled us to send a joyous package to 
our members’ homes for the High Holy 
Days; provide our congregation with 
shared experiences during Chanukah 
and Passover; and enhance Central’s 
worship experience.
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Anonymous (29)
Jamie and Josh Amsel
Ellen Armitage
Gabrielle Bamberger
Robin and Claudia Beard
Barbara and Paul Bernstein
David M. and Judi Rappoport Blitzer
Judith Borkowsky
Martin and Reva Bring
Susan P. Brown
Pamela Chasek
Alan and Deborah Cohen
Gabby, Jeff, Cece and Max Cohen
Libby and Richard Cohen
Lois Conway
Stephan Cotton
Lewis and Suzanne D'Azzara
Jill and Evan Dash
Helaine Dean
Susan Eglovitch
Sanford Evans
Jill and Charley Fastenberg
Rabbi Marla J. Feldman
Cynthia and Larry Fields
Jonathan and Aimee Freedman
Gail H. Geltman
Carl and Basha Gerhards
Amy S. Goldberger
Hallie and Brett Golden
Ms. Karen Golden 
and Dr. Robert S. Berger
Lauren and Geoff Goldman
Gerald and Cathy Gollub
Lisa Piazza and David Golub

Alice M. Greenwald
Honey and Keith Heller
Raymond D. Jasen
Dana and Michael Jones
Jody Kaplan Household
Jeff and Julie Katz
David and Sarah Kleinhandler
Dani Ticktin Koplik
Michelle R. Koplik
Stacy and Tom Kuhn
Alisa and Scott Lessing
M. Lev
Myra R. Lipman
Ian and Monique Lowitt
The Makover Family
Gayle Miller
Meg Mortimer and David Lloyd
Marina Movshovich
Anita N. Neiman
Ron and Fredi Norris
Ellen and Jeffrey Oppenheim
Ellis and Lois Oppenheim
Debbie and Shelly Palmer
Ruth Perelson
Lisa and Andrew Peretz
Joleen and Arthur Perlman
Daniel Petroff
Susan Price
Sanford and Amy Ratzan
Margery and Stephen Riker
Caren and Barry Roseman
Minna Saxe
Katherine Sayer
Susan and Bob Schiff

Alan and Liora Schmelkin
Mrs. Joan L. Schneider
Jean Schwartz
Florence Shapiro
Selma Shapiro
Amy Sheldon
Michael Silverberg and Pat Rich
Alan and Amanda Silverstein
Leni M. Silverstein
Abbie Rokeach Snyder
Karen Spear
Heidi Rose Steinberg
Emily and Steven Steinman
Susan and Jeffrey Stern
Nicole and Jonathan Strauss
The Sugarman Fund
Ron Tabak
Elise Udolf
Judith Volin
David Wachtel
Deborah Rubien and Gregg Wagner
Henry J. Wallach
Kate and Joel Wechsler
Nancy and Albert Weil
Keith and Jayme Weiner
Gail Weiss and Jeff Stone
Diana Weller
Allan Wolf
Michele Wolkoff
Bonnie Wolpe and Alan Lorber
Jeff and Vera Wurst
Ann and Fredric Yerman
Marcia G. Yerman

Anonymous (1)
Rabbi Darcie Crystal and 
Jonathan Crystal
Barbara and Stephen Friedman

Mindy and Jon Gray
Howard and Shelly Kivell
Sheryl and Barry K. Schwartz

John Shapiro and Shonni 
Silverberg
Nicki and Harold Tanner

SUPPORTERS
SUPPORTERS
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SUPPORTERS

Lese Center for 
Living Judaism 
Funds

This year, gifts to the LCLJ Fund and Linda 
and Harvey Newman Religious School 
Scholarship Fund included supporting 
the development and printing of a new 
Confirmation Class Siddur. This book will 
enhance the learning of our Confirmation 
students for years to come.

Music Program The beautiful music featured in Central’s 
religious services lifts our prayers, inspires 
our learning, and gives expression to our 
emotions. A gift to the Music Fund is a 
beautiful way to honor a music lover in the 
Central community.

SUPPORTERS

Anonymous (4)
Jay and Jordana Berman
Barbara and Andrew Brill
The Brodbar Family
Rabbi Darcie Crystal 
and Jonathan Crystal
Sloan and Lori Gaon
Sara Moss and Michael Gould

Mari Hinojosa and Sean Hecker
Sarah Johnson
Sharon and Mitchell Kleinhandler
Sue Kramer
Steven and Alana Levine
Deborah and Gregg Lobel
Caroline and Arthur Magnus
The Morris Family

The Pretsfelder Family
Lynn Rosenthal
Jennifer and Gregg Rothkin
Jennifer Conovitz and Steven Russo
Howard and Jill Sharfstein
Scott and Jennifer Strasser
The Trentalancia Family
Bryan and Meredith Verona

Anonymous (2)
Alissa E. Ballot
Daniel Bauman
Barbara Cahn
Susan Cartun

Norman M. Chansky and Family
Deborah and Craig Cogut
Susan Eglovitch
Jeri E. Friedman
Michele and Steve Klausner

Marjorie Lentz
Susan and Bob Schiff
Molly and Peter Weinberger

Nursery School 
Funds

Donations to the Mildred Ross Nursery 
School Fund and the Nursery School 
Teacher Enrichment Fund honor our 
Nursery School directors and teachers for 
the role they play in fostering the Jewish 
experience of our youngest members. 
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Anonymous (1)
Russell and Lisa Bogart
Brittany and Jonathan Cohn
Alexia and Josh Levine
The Makover Family

Amanda and Matthew Mintzer
Katherine and Darryl Monasebian
Lee and Dani Moskowitz
Wendy Mindel Rubinstein 
and Nicolas Rubinstein

Ms. Melissa Siegel
Marcela Ponce Sigmon 
and Joshua Sigmon
Blake and Doug Sonnenshein
Lina Wallach

SUPPORTERS
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SUPPORTERS

Sponsor a 
Membership 
Fund

The Central community faced a potential 
financial crisis with the onset of the 
pandemic last year. Donations to the 
Sponsor a Membership Fund helped 
ensure that Central could sustain our goal 
of never turning away any member who 
is struggling financially and unable to pay 
their full membership dues. 

Anonymous (3)
Andrew and Hillary Beckman
Richard and Martha Birnbaum
Sheila Birnbaum
Ronald and Judie Bobman
Richard and Jane Brickell
Charles and Sharon Chernick
Joel and Anne Ehrenkranz
Sara and Charles Fabrikant
Rabbi Marla J. Feldman
John H. Friedman
Rebecca and Michael Gamzon
Jodi and Marc Ganz
Jeffrey and Nancy Goldstein
Mindy and Jon Gray
Kenneth and Anne Heitner
Ira Hillman and Jeremy Barber
Laurie Lindenbaum and Bob Horne
Karen and Peter Jakes
Joan Kent

James and Deborah Kern
Marc Kirschner and Nancy Fisher
Michele and Steve Klausner
Ira and Yael Kleinman
Nathaniel and Melissa Kritzer
Stacy and Tom Kuhn
Stacey and Curtis Lane
Frances and Jack Levy
Walter and Phyllis Loeb
Laurie and Jay Mandelbaum
Eric Mandelkern 
and Jenna Polk Mandelkern
Bernice Manocherian
Jon and Juliana May
The Mcgirr Family
Charlotte Nad
Mariana Elder Rosen
Bruce and Cheryl Rubin
Jane Safer
Jeffrey Schoenfeld and Matt Holbein

Eric and Anne-Marie Schondorf
Sheryl and Barry K. Schwartz
Patty and Jay Selman
Stephen and Melissa Shapiro
Howard and Jill Sharfstein
Andrew and Michelle Silberstein
Gail Sinai and Robert Evans
David Steiger
Susan and Jeffrey Stern
The Sugarman Fund
Sandy and Garrett Sussman
Ron Tabak
Judie Taylor
Rabbi Lennard and Dr. Linda Thal
Livia and Tom Thompson
Fran Kumin Ticktin
Susan Wagner
Susan and Kenneth Wallach
Keith and Jayme Weiner
Ann and Frederic Yerman

We are grateful to our generous supporters. This listing reflects donations made 
between June 1, 2020 and May 31, 2021.

If you have any questions or would like to learn more about our funds, please contact 
Director of Development Pamela Goldstein at goldsteinp@censyn.org or (212) 508-3026.

All photos by Alan Barnett except where noted.
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